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How have we designed our curriculum?
● Our taught curriculum reflects our Curriculum Intent (please see Part 1 document). 

● Specific threads run throughout our curriculum and have informed its design. These have 
helped us to create a meaningful, challenging and effective curriculum;
Learning Theories and Memory, Cultural Capital, Oracy, Rights and Values, 
Personal Development and Subject Expertise. 

● Our curriculum takes account of both the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum and 
the National Curriculum. It has been carefully designed by outstanding primary 
practitioners in consultation with some subject specialists from the secondary phase to 
provide an enhanced and challenging curriculum. In some subject areas, our curriculum 
goes beyond the National Curriculum Programme of Study, offering broad and varied 
learning opportunities. 



How does children’s knowledge develop 
over time?
● Our teachers understand that children develop schemata and conceptual understanding 

through deep learning, that they are able to remember, retrieve and apply to new 
contexts, and through making connections and links between ideas and concepts.

● Our Curriculum Leaders ensure there is a clear progression in both knowledge and skills 
within their subjects. Each topic and skill is carefully placed into our overall Curriculum 
Map to ensure children can build new learning successfully, taking into account their 
prior knowledge.

● Our Phase Leaders and teachers also ensure encourage children to make links between 
and across subjects. 



Whole School Curriculum Map

● Our Whole-School Curriculum Map shows 
the learning topics that children will study at 
their time at SPWF.

● In the EYFS and KS1, cross-curricular themes 
ensure children are immersed in language, 
concepts and key knowledge that can be 
transferred between subject disciplines. 

● In KS2, subjects disciplines are studied as 
discrete lessons, although topics have been 
placed in a sequence that encourages 
children to make strong cross-curricular 
links. High-quality core texts in Literacy drive 
learning in other subject areas, such as 
History, Geography and Science.



Early Years Curriculum
● Our EYFS Policy details how we meet the statutory requirements for the 

Early Years Foundation Stage. The Learning, Care and Development of 
pupils is carefully planned for in our Nursery and Reception classes.

● Our youngest pupils focus on the Prime Areas of Learning: Personal, 
Social and Emotional Development (PSED), Communication and Physical 
Development as well as the four specific areas of Learning: Mathematics, 
Literacy, Understanding the World and Expressive Art and Design.

● Core texts have been selected as they provide high-quality language 
models for the children and expose children to new vocabulary and 
contexts. 

● We follow the Read, Write, Inc. phonics scheme to teach early reading 
and writing, and teachers plan mathematics lessons and activities using 
the White Rose progression, as well as NCETM Mastering Number 
documents. Across our indoor and outdoor environment, the areas of 
learning are planned for weekly. 

● World celebrations, events and festivals are celebrated each half term.



Literacy

● We follow the Read, Write, Inc. phonics programme in the EYFS 
and Year 1. Children in these year groups also have weekly ‘Big 
Write’ lessons. By Year 2, many pupils are ready to progress onto 
our SPWF Literacy curriculum.

● At SPWF we have designed a unique Literacy Curriculum using 
texts specifically chosen to provide high-quality language and 
writing models. Texts are selected to link with other areas of the 
curriculum and to ensure children read texts in a range of genres 
and styles. Our curriculum teaches children to read and write 
both for enjoyment, and for real audiences and purpose. 

● As well as high-quality Literacy lessons, children have regular 
Reading, Spelling and Handwriting lessons, in line with our 
Progression Map for the ‘transcription’ skills.



Mathematics
● In Mathematics, all pupils from Reception to Year 6 follow White Rose 

Maths small steps, using the Power Maths Textbook resources. This 
programme has been crafted by mathematics specialists who 
understand how children build conceptual understanding in 
mathematics using a variety of representations, opportunities for 
problem solving and reasoning and developing automaticity of maths 
facts.

● Our teachers consider each ‘Small Step’ of learning and adapt 
teaching so all children can achieve, following a mastery approach.
Teachers follow the ‘Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract’ approach to support 
all children in developing schema and conceptual understanding. 

● We are also working with the NCETM Maths Hub and Mastery Number 
project, enabling us to benefit from recent and specialist research 
and subject expertise. 



Science
● At SPWF we have adapted Switched on Science units of work 

and have created a Science Curriculum personalised to our 
school. 

● Children study the full Science curriculum in each year group 
and in many year groups go beyond the National Curriculum 
Programme of Study. For example, in Year 2, children begin to 
become familiar with forces such as gravity and friction. In Year 
3, children develop their Working Scientifically skills through a 
topic focusing on Astronaut Science.  

● Our Schemes of Work and Progression Documents map out how 
Working Scientifically skills are clearly taught and modelled to 
the children. 



Year Group Curriculum Mapping
● Our Year Group Curriculum Maps set out the curriculum content taught in each year 

group, to ensure a balanced and broad curriculum is taught. We do not narrow our 
curriculum in any year group. 



Example Year Group Curriculum Map

Key texts drive
P4C themes and
link to topics 
studied in Science 
and the Humanities

P4C as part 
of our 
curriculum

Knowledge is 
mapped out 
across the year 
by Curriculum 
Leaders to 
ensure coverage 
and time to 
review and 
embed.



Example Year Group Curriculum Map

All Science, RE, 
History and 
Geography 
topics begin with 
a key question. 
Children develop 
their response to 
the question as 
they build new 
learning.

National Curriculum 
objectives.



Example Year Group Curriculum Map

We offer a broad curriculum for all 
children. Children have adequate 
time to progress well in all subjects.



Progression Mapping
Science and Foundation Subjects 
● Our Subject Progression Documents have been crafted by Curriculum Leaders for Science and each of the 

Foundation Subjects. Curriculum Leaders ensure current learning is underpinned and strengthened by prior 
learning, including the knowledge and skills children acquire in the Early Years Foundation Stage years. The 
Progression Documents ensure children are taught the appropriate skills and knowledge in each year group, 
ready to make good progress as they move through the school and into Key Stage 3.



Schemes of Work
Science and Foundation Subjects (Years 1-6)

● Teachers and Curriculum Leaders have planned SPWF 
Schemes of Work for Science and the Foundation 
Subjects, using the Progression Documents to ensure key 
knowledge and skills are embedded, and that there are 
clear opportunities to review and retrieve knowledge 
learned previously. The Schemes of Work ensure work is 
appropriately challenging for children in that year group.

• Subject Curriculum Leaders have also considered key vocabulary and language structures to 
be taught in each unit, ensuring all children are supported to acquire new Tier 2 and Tier 3 
vocabulary effectively and can participate actively in class discussions. 



Schemes of Work
Science and Foundation Subjects (Years 1-6)

● Some units and topics have been inspired and adapted from subject-specialist 
organisations and resources, such as The Historical Association and the Royal 
Geographical Society, or in collaboration with subject specialists from the Trust School, to 
ensure subject-expertise enhances our curriculum. We follow the Tower Hamlets Local 
SACRE syllabus for RE (Religious Education). 

● We aim for our pupils to develop a wide range of subject-specific disciplinary skills, 
ready for their next stages of learning in Key Stage 3. 

● Expectations of pupils’ outcomes are high and planning is adapted as needed to support 
all children to achieve well.

● Schemes of Work are reviewed regularly by Subject Leaders, acting on feedback in 
action from the children and class teachers.


